THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
tion is not specifically Arctic, since it is bound up with
that of the mainland south of those coasts, and thus is
not so essentially different from other mainland races.
In the following pages we shall only be paying attention
to the Eskimos, who hardly ever live south of the forest-
line, and who have managed to make a life for themselves
so identified with the harshest natural conditions that
the study of their civilisation fills one over and over again
with admiration and respect, and makes one realise that
its development must have taken many generations.
In our own day the Eskimos are almost exclusively
connected with the north American continent, since only
a small tribe is to be found on the western side of the
Bering Strait. Thus they live mostly along the coasts and
sounds of the Arctic Ocean from the Bering Strait to
Greenland, and also along the shores of Alaska, and of
Baffin Bay as far as Labrador. They are divided into
different tribes, each with its own peculiar character-
istics, and yet at the same time having many features in
common; and it is particularly interesting to find that
the language varies so little over all that great region.
An Eskimo from the north-east corner of Siberia can
understand a Greenlander, despite difference of dialect.
How and where this common culture originated, and
how the migrations along the coasts took place, are
important questions to the scientists.
The Eskimos have no written records of earlier times,
and their verbal historical traditions are hidden in the
haze of their mythology. We must therefore go to work
another way. Experts from several different branches of